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Abstract 
 At present, the trade is required to be considered from the viewpoint of the consumer society. In this 
context, it is no longer just an intermediate stage between production function and consumption function, but a 
distinct function within the act of commerce. 
        The main purpose of this study is to perform a brief analysis of trade activities in Romania. Statistics data 
were obtained from the National Institute of Statistics (Statistical Yearbook) and the period is analyzed for the 
years 2005-2009. 
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Introduction 
              Trade activity intends to organize trade, at the same time being one of those acts considered to be 
fundamental society. In this regard, it is designed to engage the entire social structure through action more or less 
random, defining fact of social life where the overall economy.  
According to the dictionary of economics [4], the trade sector is a precise, structured multiple indoor 
areas in which important roles assigned retail distribution, storage and supply of wholesale goods and import-
export activities. In other news we can say with certainty that trade is one of the most important sides of the 
modern economy, becoming the main element of market economy, regardless of its form. 
At present, the trade is required to be considered from the viewpoint of the consumer society. In this 
context, it is no longer just an intermediate stage between production function and consumption function, but a 
distinct  function  within the act of commerce. Also it must be noted that, currently, between producers and 
consumers,  there  is  no  direct  link  because  it  appears  the  three-century  partner,  namely  trader.  Thus,  most 
companies try to outsource production to distribution and channel efforts to strictly productive activity. 
Against this background, given the ongoing changes in the evolution of society, the content of trade 
activity  is  a  release  of  the  product  to  the  consumer,  based  on  studies  by  market  research  and  determining 
customer needs. 
Therefore it is stated that, in addition to the activity itself brokerage, trading includes market research, 
public  information,  education  and  consumer  protection,  advertising,  etc..  In  all  modern  economies,  specific 
market economy, trade has a large network of wholesale markets, network vendors and sales departments, for 
which  can  fulfill  the  role  of  regulating  the  relationship  between  supply  and  demand. 
 
1. Considerations in the current trade activity in Romania 
In recent years, Romania has become a net importer to a range of commodities, such as poultry and 
pork, sugar, some fruit and vegetables, beverages, tobacco, some meat and dairy foods. Romania's agri-food 
imports, dominated by food, beverages, tobacco, high processing is characteristic of developing countries and 
has negative effects on the trade balance. 
Developing  networks  supermarkets  led  to  increased  imports  of  agricultural  products  and  increased 
consumption. Production in recent years the main agricultural products in relation to domestic consumption, 
excluding self-consumption, not meet domestic demand. For example, poultry, consumption exceeds domestic 
production requirements ensuring obviously imported (Netherlands, Belgium, Brazil). The difference between 
consumption and production follows closely the situation in related industries. Poultry production was affected 
by industry restructuring, which resulted in the closure of large livestock complexes. A similar situation occurs 
in the case of sugar and canned vegetables, where the share of imports increased dramatically. On the opposite 
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side  are,  for  example,  the  production  of  beer,  where  substantial  investments  have  led  to  ample  domestic 
production. 
For  example,  imports  are  caused  by  the  fact  that  in  Romania  there  is  still  a  chain  of  storage  and 
preservation of fruits and vegetables (their achievement and promise of the Romanian rulers for more than 15 
years).  It  appears,  on  the  production  in  Romania,  that  which  occurs  in  the  summer  season  are  consumed 
immediately, and in the following years we are dependent on imports. 
The increase in imports is extremely negative influence on domestic production, especially, how to 
import a wider range of types of food products that can be produced from domestic production, which is under 
pressure  to  restrict  the  waiver  of  some  cultures,  orientation  by  monoculture  or  obtaining  cultures  whose 
productions are sold at reduced prices, thereby reducing endogenous resources. 
Analyzing  trade  activities  in  Romania  account  that  were  several  stages  of  liberalization  and 
decentralization were adopted trade policy measures that have not yet produced favorable effects internal market 
development and support agricultural exports. Due to the low competitiveness of domestic production and the 
general economic situation, Romania not face foreign competition, absolutely compulsory requirement for full 
EU integration. Thus, when low yields, high food costs, lack of diversification of exported agricultural goods 
and low level processing, they lost important markets. 
At the same time, reducing world prices for major agricultural products or agricultural export Romania 
bring great economic damage is difficult to maintain domestic market. Lack of forward-looking trade policies on 
the protection of the internal market and instability conditions for obtaining a quality production and a lack of 
supporting exports have created large Romanian trade disadvantages, however overlapping increasingly hostile 
external environment. Poor involvement of policy makers in the agri-food policy and food trade contributed to a 
greater extent the Romanian power market failure, although Romanian science knows and can provide advanced 
methodologies and technologies similar to those used in countries where this branch of the national economy 
particularly good results (Denmark, Belgium, Holland, Spain, Germany etc..). 
With the rise of global trade liberalization, increasing the performance of the food sector as a whole is 
the  most  important  measure  of  internal  protection.  Achieving  a  high  competitiveness  and  diversification  of 
foodstuffs in terms of EFCT accession to the European Union, are essential for maintaining the food industry as 
a leading supplier of food products to the population. 
The gradual liberalization of food trade in the EU is in  constant dynamic and experienced several 
stages,  the  tariff  concessions  enjoyed  by  the  Romanian  products  on  the  Community  market  in  continuous 
improvement. 
Currently, most of the Romanian agricultural products covered by the exemption (due to membership of 
the EU) import duties or for unlimited quantities, or under tariff quotas when they are delivered within the 
European Union. This preferential targeting EU market now extended to the 27 Member States. 
Food industry profitability growth is likely to generate economic activities related food production. The 
commercial sector of food production would need to invest and to restructure, thereby reducing the difference in 
competitiveness compared to the food sector in the EU. Extension crops and value-added agricultural products 
should be a permanent target for increasing the competitiveness of the agricultural trade. Among these cultures 
have increasingly taken more into consideration and the production of organic crops..  Through the Association, 
cheap and quality products, businesses in the agri-food sector can hope that there will be an active presence and 
integrated  market.    Without  meeting  these  requirements  absolutely  mandatory,  they  risk  bankruptcy. 
 
2. Case study: the evolution of  food trade in Romania 
Trade is a clearly defined area of activity within any national economy, the complexity rarely seen with 
a fairly extensive internal structure, the particular importance have retail distribution activities, storage of goods, 
supply wholesale and import-export activities. Balanced development of economic and social systems of any 
country, under the concept of sustainable development can be achieved through trade  which is of strategic 
importance. 
Food is a very important sector of the national economy, posting solid growth in recent years, both in 
absolute terms and relative to the rest of manufacturing. 
In other news, the retail trade is conducted by specialized stores, specialized stores, mail order, stalls in 
markets, kiosks and other forms of commerce. 
In this case study retail value does not include: 
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  direct sales to the public of agricultural products by farmers (farm market sales); 
  sales of products that are not used as consumer goods (cereals, grains, crude oil etc.). 
  sales of food and beverages for consumption on the premises; 
  value of  materials and spare parts to the population or operators of establishments  for repairs and 
modifications of clothing, shoes, electronics and electrical, transportation and so on; 
  repairs or changes the value of the subject; 
The first issue addressed in this study is the analysis Amount trade commodity groups, development 
presented by the chart 1.1 and  table 1.1. 
 
Table 1.1. Retail groups of goods (food, non-food) 
million current prices 
Years  Total  Food   Goods (non-food) 
2000  21356,9  9528,3  11828,6 
2001  28727,8  13010,5  15717,3 
2002  36269,5  16021,7  20247,8 
2003  46016,2  20892,5  25123,7 
2004  57147,5  25125,7  32021,8 
2005  71504,3  33442,8  38061,5 
2006  84192,8  37178,5  47014,3 
2007  101023,8  44406,3  56617,5 
2008  127644,7  54574,0  73070,7 
2009  110701,7  49098,1  61603,6 
Source: Statistical Yearbook 2010 
 
For an overview of the data presented in this table we construct the graph 1.1.: 
 
   
Graph 1.11. Retail comet groups of goods (food and non-food) 
Source: Statistical Yearbook 2010 
 
The figures analyzed between years 2000 and 2008 reveal that both the food trade and the non-food 
products increased significantly. But since 2009, the global economic crisis began to manifest more intensely 
and in Romania, the economic slowdown becoming a reality. Statistical results show a significant reduction in 
trading activities in 2009 compared to 2008, the reduction in terms of trade in food commodities being 21%. 
Given these data, it is estimated by some experts that the financial crisis could follow a strong food crisis and 
Romania is seen among vulnerable countries being ranked 12th in the world in a top vulnerability to price 
increases food. 
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Another way of emphasizing the place to trade within the national economy, especially the tertiary 
sector, is the civilian employed population analysis of the national economy. 
 
 
Table 1.2. Civil employment in commerce (at year end) 
thousand person 
Activity name  2008  2009 
Total  8747  8411 
       
Wholesale and retail trade;   1168  1138 
Percentage to total economy (%)  13,3%  13,5% 
Source: Statistical Yearbook 2010 
 
From the data presented in Table 1.2 we can establish with certainty that 2008-2009 is a decrease in the 
overall  economy  in  the  number  of  civil  employment  of  around  4%,  but  if  it  is  to  observe  the  share  of 
employment in trade to employment the national economy remains a relatively constant ratio. Commercially 
employed population in the total economy has a fairly large share of 13.3% in 2008, 13.5% in 2009 
 
Table 1.3. Employment structure, the activities of national economy and age group - in trade, in 2009 
Activity  
name 
Total 
population 
Employed 
(Thousand) 
of which the working age (%):  65  and 
over 
(%) 
 
Of  the 
total, 
women: 
(%) 
 
Total 
15-64 
year  
age 
 
grupe de vârstă (ani) 
15-24  25-
34 
35-
44 
45-
54 
Total  9243  95,3  8,1  26,8  27,7  21,3  4,7  44,8 
                  
Wholesale 
and  retail 
trade; 
 
1157 
 
99,8 
 
11,4 
 
36,3 
 
30,2 
 
17,5 
 
0,2 
 
54,0 
Source: Statistical Yearbook 2010 
 
Studying data on the structure of employment, by activity of national economy that it brings together a 
total number of 9243000 people, of whom 44.8% were women. Of this total about 12% work in wholesale or 
retail trade. Also another important aspect to be highlighted is the 54% that women occupy it year structure of 
employment in trade, hence this area is addressed in a rather important maăură them. Another thing to note is the 
older people who are active in this sector of the economy ie the highest percentage with a peersoanele aged 25-
34 years (36.3%) and 35-44 years (30.2%), a conclusion that we can draw is that this area required that young 
people, creative, dynamic work capacity increased, these qualities are required due to the complexity of the 
activities that must be performed. 
The chart below (1.2) is represented by main employment structure of the economy: 
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Chart 1.2. Graphical representation structures Employment by activity of national economy 
Source: Statistical Yearbook 2010 
 
Overall analysis of data on the structure of employment by main economy comes to emphasize the 
central place it occupies trade activity in the national economy. Easily identify the fact that trade ranks-third 
(about 1.157 million people) in terms of employment surpassed only economi-wide employment in agriculture, 
forestry and fishing (about 2.689 million people) and the population Employment in manufacturing (1751000 
people). 
For  a  more  complex  trade  developments  in  Romania,  it  is  necessary  and  highlighting  a  synthetic 
indicator and earning gross and net average monthly nominal, both in terms of trade sector and for other sectors 
of the economy. 
 
Table 1.4. Nominal wage earning monthly gross and net national economic activity and sex 
lei / employee 
Activity 
 
2008  2009 
Gross  Net  Gross  Net 
Total economy  1761  1309  1845  1361 
            
Agriculture, forestry and fishing  1205  914  1350  1007 
Industry  1582  1189  1745  1300 
 Production and supply of electricity an  
, gas, steam and air conditioning 
 3262  2389  3539    
2573 
Water supply, sanitation, management 
    waste remediation activities 
 1532  1154  1659   1241 
Construction  1563  1162  1441  1069 
Wholesale and retail   1400  1042  1418   1047 
Transport and Storage  1964  1454  2068  1518 
Hotels and restaurants  1024  773  1066  799 
Information and communications  2890  2119  3360  2468 
Financial and insurance  4384  3205  4304  3109 
Real estate  1721  1270  1623  1193 
Professional, scientific and technical  2388  1749  2569  1870 
Activities of administrative services and activities 
support services 
        1104  835  1166   873 
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Public administration and defense; insurance 
social security 
        3269  2411  2947   2159 
Education  2106  1538  2206  1596 
Health and social care  1702  1266  1810  1342 
Arts, entertainment and recreation  1611  1195  1701  1249 
Other services  1040  780  1104  818 
Source: Statistical Yearbook 2010 
From the data given in Table 1.4, it can highlight a rather contradictory situation, namely, the economic 
sectors with the highest number of employed persons recorded the lowest gross or net nominal earnings, eg in 
the agriculture, forestry and fishing registered in 2009 a total of 2.689 million people, net earnings in the same 
year is only 1007 lei / employee. The same situation is found and the trade with a number of 847,000 persons 
employed 
Another synthetic indicator characterizing trade activity represents the net investments made in the 
sector. In graph 1.3 is represented by both the net investment for the whole economy and net investments in trade 
for 2008 and 2009: 
 
Chart 1.3. Total net investment economy, net investment in trade 
Source: Statistical Yearbook 2010 
 
The figures analyzed for years 2008 and 2009 reveal quite significant share of investments in trade in 
total economy, namely 14.4% in 2008 and 11.9% in 2009. However the phenomenon to be noted is the decrease 
binding of approximately 25% in the level of investment in 2009 compared to 2008 in the total economy. 
Regarding trade sector decreased in 2009 compared to 2008 is 38.3%, which is worrying for the evolution of the 
sector as a whole. A number of economists believe that this decrease is due to reductions in trade recorded level 
of foreign investments in Romania under the impact of global economic crisis, economic crisis that generated a 
strong contraction of investment in almost all countries of the European Union and beyond. 
The last indicator that we will present in this study is a synthetic, it faithfully reflects the evolution of 
the sector, in our case the wholesale and retail. To this end I realized Table 1.5. which shows the evolution of 
gross domestic product in the trade in absolute size (million), and 1.4 chart the progress we have achieved in a 
ratio  of  gross  domestic  product  from  the  previous  year  (previous  year  is  considered  equal  to  100). 
 
 
 
wholesale and retail trade 
NET'S INVESTMENT ACTIVITY OF NATIONAL ECONOMY - MILLIONS LEI  
                                                                                                                                current prices 
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Table 1.5. Product evolution GDP in Commerce 
million 
 
2004  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009 
Commerce   22349.9  28131.1  35007.8  43026.0  54549.8  52083.8 
 
  
 
Chart 1.4. Product evolution GDP in Commerce 
 
By analyzing both the data inserted into the table and the graph below (1.4), it is easy to note that in 
2008 there is a slight decrease in the development GDP in trade compared to 2007 and 2006, only 11.9% of 15, 
7% in 2007 and 17.6% in 2006. In 2009 this indicator shows a fall of about 10.1 percent compared to 2008, in 
absolute terms decreased by approximately 2.466 billion  lei compared to 2008. 
 
Conclusions 
In conclusion, the market economy, characterized by a supply of goods, including food, very complex, 
there is a fierce competition between manufacturers and retailers in terms of meeting your highest level of 
requirements, which are in constantly changing, but without which the achievement of economic efficiency and, 
ultimately, profit is unlikely. Therefore, in a competitive market so developed, consumers not only purchase the 
general and particular characteristics of the existing product range but also the possibilities they have in relation 
to choice of quality food  items and safe for consumption. In other words, it concerns a measure increasingly 
higher  quality  assurance  issues  and  ensure  they  purchase  goods  harmlessness  and  responsibilities  of  those 
operators that are guilty of producing and selling products that may harm or immediate economic interests and 
long-term 
In our opinion, a pessimistic scenario for food in Romania for the years 2013 - 2015 would place our 
country in a situation of net importer of food and in a situation somewhat similar to that of Poland, where almost 
five years and a half after accession, when small farmers and lack of financial resources (the most numerous) 
have disappeared from the market and those who had already settled before the date of accession to the European 
Union have further strengthened positions. 
Another optimistic scenario this time one  would  find in the  horizon Romania 2014  -  2016 double 
productivity in agriculture, with a number of people whose income depends solely on agriculture and trade has 
halved to comply with European food. However, a considerable number of European producers and processors 
could open in Romania agriculture food production units, (taking advantage of the favorable report of the cost of 
labor and labor-cost differential), much of the production obtained is intended for foreign markets and Romania 
will again become a net exporter of agricultural products. 
112,6  116,4  117,6  115,7  111,9 
90,1 
 Commerce(% compared to previvous year) 
2004 2005
2006 2007
2008 2009
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